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THE STOK3I GATHERS OX THE
LEFT

tee rian o Crnili the Third Corps nnl
Selit tlic Ilomid Toi StcklcnH Miieli
Criticised Iiue on lie Kiuinltbnrg
Itond

The Mornlnjr nf ilie Second liny
The sun rose early in harvest splen

laor that morning of July 2 As soon as
it was light enough to see the pickets
on both sides began a slow deliberate
murderous fire on each other sheltering
themselves behind trees stone fences
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Bnd whatever offered a covert While
thearmles were slowly moving Into po- -
Eition back of the pickets with the
most of the men lying Idly behind their
gun stacks the pickets maintained a
sharp little battle with frequent rushes
to gain favorable positions or to dis-
lodge

¬

the enemy Xrom those which had
been gained to stop a too distressing
fire One story from MaJ Hartwell Os
borns Trials and Triumphs as to
the occurrences in front of his regi-
ment

¬

the 55th Ohio will be an illustra-
tion

¬

of what was happening from time
to time along the whole front

The pickets and skirmishers kept up
a skirmish fire which as day broke on
the 2d of July became deadly and
many incidents of courage and daring
were witnessed by the long lines of hos-
tile

¬

soldiers arrayed upon the wide¬

spread open fields and upon the nights
where the artillery and infantry masses
svalted thtj command to advance The
skirmishers of the Eleventh Corps weTe
thrown out toward the enemy and
were sharply engaged during the whole
battle Tne position was one of great
danger as the men were subjected to
a fire from both front and flank and
sharpshooters from the houses in the
town picked them off at every oppor-
tunity

¬

Several Instances of great cour-
age

¬

and endurance were exhibited by
these men Corpl Charles Stacey of
Co D received from the War Depart-
ment

¬

a bronze medal for daring and
efficient work in this line During a lull
In fighting but under cover of the
smokevhch hung like a pall over the
battlefi i a company of rebel sharp
shoqters had gained possession of a
house between the lines but so low
down the sweep of the hill that the
tlnion artillery could not tfe depressed
sufficiently to dislodge them Every
shot from this house brought down a

t man an officer or a horse until the
situation became unbearable To dls- -

i lodge them was a dangerous mission
It had to be done vith a rush over
mostly open space andrushing against
trained and barricaded sharpshooters Is
not conducive to long life Volunteers
were called for and CapL F H Roait
responded He called for volunteers
among the men of the regiment and
Instantly secured as many as were need- -
ed He did not take many possibly 20
or 25 more would have attracted at-
tention

¬

With this little force crawling
plong the Taneytown road leading into

Gettysburg and keeping under cover as
much as possible he was discovered by
the line of battle before the sharp-
shooters

¬

in the house had grasped the
sltuaon There was but one thing to
do namely to go ahead and that he
did He made a rush for the house
captured and held it during the re-

mainder
¬

of the battle most of the men
however were afterwards1 taken by the
enemy This occurred when great his-
tory

¬

was being made and beyond the
view of ordinary obsorvei It was one
of many like incidents for which medals
of honor were issued but Capt Boalt
never made any claim for superior
valor Ho was as modest as brave His
death at the hands of an assassin many
years after was mourned by every sur-
vivor

¬

of regiment who
him as a brave and gallant gentleman
and a fwarm hearted comrade

Gen Meade Uendqaarier
Gen Meade as already said arrived

on the field about 1 oclock July 2 and
rode with Gen Hunt onto Cemetery
Hill where Hunt explained to him the
importance of the position and of his
massing guns there to hold It Gen

- h

Heade also consulted with Gens Don
bleday Howard and Slocum listened to
their explanations of the dispositions of
their men decided upon the general
line of battle and about daylight es
tablished his headquarters in a small
frame house south of Cemetery Hill
and near the center of the line that he
proposed to occupy This house was
an unpainted frame building of a pov
erty and plainness not usual in that
country and was on the Taneytown
road about a furlong in the rear of the
line Hancock was establishing There
were a few scattered trees around it
but it was at best a cheerless and in
hospitable accommodation The head
quarters staff promptly collected there
with wazons and horses making quite

a conspicuous group which later at-
tracted

¬

the severe attention of the Con-
federate

¬

artillery
Gen Lee established his headquar-

ters
¬

In a brick house near the Semi ¬

nary
Formation of the Jlne

EarlyiJn the morning the Second
Corps moved from its bivouac three
miles south Of Gettysburg and- - went
into position on the left of Cemetery
Hill This position was where the ridge
began to slnkdown to tbo level f the
country in front The Third Corps
formed on the left of the Second Corps
and from this formation resulted the
bitter feud between Sickles and Meade
which wiL be discussed later Sicklcss
two brigades which ho had left at Era
mitsburg rejoined the corps about 930
and Sickles stretched his line out until
it reached nearly to Little Round Top
Gearys Division of the Twelfth Corps
had bivouacked near Little Round Top
during the night with two regiments
actually on that eminence Xow fear-
ing

¬

the intent of Ewells heavy masses
on our right Slocum ordered Geary to
rejoin the corps and take position on
Culps Hill connecting on the left with
Wadsworths Division of the First
Corps Williams went Into position on
Gearys right and extended the Union
flank to Rock Creek Slocum and his
men had learned the value of field de-
fenses

¬

at Chancellorsviile and imme ¬

diately began cohering their front with
works and barricades of fallen timber
trees rocks and fence rails The Fifth
Corps under Gen Sykes arrived on the
field about 8 oclock and was posted as
a reserve of the right and in support-
ing

¬

distance of the Twelfth Corps
Meade seems to have been full of ag-

gression
¬

and his first plan was to at-
tack

¬

Lees left with the Twelfth and
Fifth Corps supported by the Sixth
Corps when it should arrive At 10
oclock the Sixth Corps not having yet
come up Meade sent orders to wait no
longer for It but begin the attack
Again Slocum gave evidence of that
negative character which he so often
manifested and sent in a strong rec-
ommendation

¬

against making the at-
tack

¬

on account of the unfa orableness
of the ground Gen Warren went over
to view the situation for Meade and
reported against making the attack
which was then abandoned

The reserve artillery under Gen Ty-
ler

¬

came up during the morning and
went into park in the rear of the Third
Corps The Sixth Corps marching with
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rebel

It

the remembered

the marvelous speed it achieved did
not begin to reach the field until 3
oclock when Gen Sedgwick arrived
with orq division The other two divi-
sions

¬

came up a couple of hours later
The Commander of the 1Irxt Corp

Thru a miscomprehension of the
facts Gen Meade had assigned Brlg
Gen John Xewton who commanded a
division of the Sixth Corps to the com
mand of the First Corps thus super
seding Gen Abncr Doublcday who
made the magnificent fight of the day
before Bucll in his Cannoneer gives
this description of the way the news
was received by the men

Such was the state of public opin
ion in the ranks of the old First Corps
when at roll call it was announced that
Gen John Newton of the Sixth Corps
had been placed In command vice Rey
nolds killed This met the instant dis ¬

approbation of the men Newton was
a man they did not know The corps
nad already been commanded for seV
cral days by Gen Doubleday of the
Third Division in consequence of Gen
Reynolds being placed In command of
the whole Left Wing of the army after
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crossing the Potomac and he had ac-
tually

¬

taken command by seniority
when Reynolds fell Gen Doublcday
had the reputation among the men of
his division of being an austere man
not calculated to excite much enthu-
siasm

¬

but in handling tha corps that
day he displayed skill and courage
which the dullest private could not help
commending and he had moreover
exposed himself all day in plain sight
of the i oi3 with a reckless gallantry
which vievcr fails to win the affection
of soldiers no matter what may be the
other qualities of an otllccr Hence the
men considered Doublcday entitled to
tha command of the corps and they
wero disgusted when theyQearned that
a stranger had been put oPr them

Gen Doubleday was not a man of
personal magnetism nor what is

called a dashing officer He was an
earnest and conscientious man and a
safe and steady soldier precise meth-
odical

¬

and to be depended on in any
cnleVscney He was not the idol of
his troops and in fact that phrase
so hackneyed by historians really never
means much of substantial credit In
the estimation of a soldier You will
generally notice that the idol of his
troops is some officer who cultivates
the friendship of the newspaper corre-
spondents

¬

has his headquarters in the
saddle or issues general orders large
ly composed of w ind The average man
in the ranks particularly if he Is a vet
eran is pretty cynical and cannot be
easily fooled by pretension and gascon
ade Doubleday Griffin Reynolds

MEADES
Warren Ayres Getty Ricketts Joe
Bartlett Robinson and Wadsworth were
all of thoclass of officers who depended
for their rank In history on faithful
discharge of duty and the argument of
results Hence while the men of the
First Corps had no particular affection
or enthusiasm for Doubleday they al
respected him and believed that he
had fairly won the command of it in
succession to Reynolds

Iee Decides to Attack
Tho some of the higher Confederate

officers saw In the Union position a re-
versal

¬

of the conditions at Fredericks-
burg

¬

and felt that any attack would
be as hopeless as the gallant but futile
assault of Burnsides men upon Maryes
Hights they could not convince Lee of
this Longstrect says that he tried to
dissuade Gen Leo from attacking and
to Induce him to turn our left Hank
and interposo between us and Wash-
ington

¬

He said that Lee was in thit
exalfation of mind that frequently came
to him when ho felt that the hunt was
up and nothing would do him but to
fight He pointed with his clenched
fist to tho Union line and said I will
strike them there He received no en
couragement from his suggestion to
Ewell and Early to attack our rlcht
and they both Insisted that the greatest
hope would be In an attack upon our
leit by Longstreet The array which
they saw before them on Cemetery and
Culps Hills was entirely too strong to
bo encouraging It had too much the
appearance of their own positions be- -
nind Fredericksburg Lee still had
hopes of having succeeded in catching
the Army of the Potomac before fully
concentrated and of whipping it in de
tail lie could not understand that vir-
tually

¬

the whole of the army was In
front of him He had started out from
Fredericksburg with the fond expecta-
tion

¬

of manuvcring so swiftly a3 to
scatter the Army of the Potomac and
beat its fractions one after another
and he could not quite relinquish that
hopeful illusion At 1 oclock he issued
his orders for AndersonH Division to
extend the line to lils right and uouth
ward on Seminary Ridge while Long
street with the two strong divisions of
Hood and McLaws was to repeat the
Chancellorsviile tactics by making a
swift detour to the southward to strike
the Union left and rear In the neighbor-
hood

¬

of the Round Tops Longstreot
was directed to make his march out of
sight of our army so as to fall with
crushing surprise upon the flank

Here begins the bitter feud between
the partisans of Lee and Longstrect or
rather It may be said It 5a the effort
of the Southern historians to make ex-
cuses

¬

for losing the --battle by placing
the blame upon Longstrect There were
signal flags waving on the Round Tops
and Longstrect Imagined that his move
ment was being followed from that
point of observation so that he made
a wider circuit than had been at first
contemplated In fact two hours more
than was expected were consumed in
making this march during which time
Leo and the rest of his army weic de-

voured
¬

with impatience to hear the
report of Longstreets guns which was
to be the signal for a general attac on
all tho rest of the Union lines

IiOnctrcetM Account
In his article in Battles and Lead ¬

ers Gen Longstrect says
About 11 oclock on the morning of

the 2d he ordered the march and put
it under the conduct of his engineer
officers so as to bo assured that tho
troops would move by tho best route
and encounter the least delay In reach-
ing

¬

the position designated by him for
the attack on the Federal left at the
same time concealing tho movements
then under orders from view of the
Federals

McLawss Division was In advance
with Hood following After marching
some distance there was a delay in
front and I rode forward to ascertain
the cause wlin it was reported to me
that part of the road just in advance of
us was In plain view of the Federal
signal station on Round Top To avoid
that point the direction of the troops
was changed Again I found there was
some delay and ordering Hoods Divi-
sion

¬

then in tho rear to movo on and
double with tho division In front so
as to save as much time as possible I
went forward again to see the cause of
the delay It seemed there was doubt
again about the men being concealed
when I stated that I could see the
signal station and there was no reason
why they could not see us It seemed
to mo useless therefore to delay thetroops any longer with the idea of con-
cealing

¬

the movement and the two
divisions advanced As the line was
deployed r rode along from left to
right examining the Federal position
and putting my troops in the best posi-
tion

¬

we could find Gen Lee at the

3Sr JTtt
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same time gave or5qr5 for the attack
to be made bj my rtsht following up
the direction of tlip- fimmltsburg road
toward the QnctcTj Ridge holding
Hoods left as Will as could be toward
the Emmltibure rotfd McLaws to fol-
low

¬

the movements of Hood attacking
at the Peach Ovchar J the Federal Third
Corps with a part of R II Andersons
Division following thb movenients of
McLaws to gutlM his left flank As
soon as the tro6ps were in position and
we could find file points against which
we should mnrli ariUgive th guiding
points the adtancVwas ordered at
half past 3 oclock in the afternoon
The attack was hindc in splendid style
by both divisions and the Federal line
was broken byUlie first impact They
retired many of them in the direction
of Round Top behind boulders and
fences which gave them hhelter and
whore they received reinforecmsnts

This was an unequal battle Gen
Lees orders had been that when my
advance was made the Second Corps

Ewell on his left should move and
make a simultaneous attack that the
Third Corps HIII should watch close- -
ly and engage so as to prevent heavy
massing in front of meEwell made no
move at all until about 8 oclock at
night after the heat of the battle was
over his line having been broken by a
call for one of his brigades to go else ¬

where Hill made no move whatever
av of the brigades of his riht divi ¬

sion that were covering our left
MckleVM Jinc

Early in the morning Gen Meade
supposed that the bulk of Lees armv
was on his right and would have to be
met there In addition as has been
before stated to the First and Twelfth
Corps on that flank he had sent thither
the Fifth Corps and expected to put the
Sixth Corps in there when it should
arrive He had noticed the importance
of Ihe Round Tops as to his left flank
and in his orders had in a general way
indicated to Sickles to extend the line
from Hancocks left to them Siclls
wan directed to occupy Little Hound
Top if it was practicable Hancock
put his Second Corps about 12000 men
on the left of the Eleventh Corps on
Cemetery Ridge and closed the corps
in a strong line only 1300 yards long
This left nearly a mile and a half to the
summit of Big Round Top and Sickl s
was expected to care for that whole
distance with his small corps of only
two divisions What added still more
to SIckless troubles wal that Bufords
Division of Cavalry which watched the
left flank of the army had been com-
pletely

¬

worn out by incessant fighting
marching and lack of food Gen Meade
authorized Pelasonton to relievo it and
Pleasonton sent It off the Held about 10
oclock to Westminster to get food
forage and rest j Meade supposed that
Pieasonton had put in Greggs Division
to take the place of Bufordg ami was
not made aware of his mistake until 1

oclock whon it was too late Thero
foie Gen Sickles had also to use his
slender force to do cavalry duty in
watching the left flank

Jemctery Ridge after passing Han-
cocks

¬

left flankj sank down almost to

M

the level of the surrounding country In
fact at one place there was nearly a

reaching Little lop
On the other hand tho Emmitsburg
road after leaving Gettysburg swings
off toward the west and Seminary Ridge
until when opposite tho Round Tops it
Is one mile from them This road runs
along a considerable ridge commanding
the between it and the liounu
Tops Above this shallow valley Big
Round Top rises to a hlght of feet
and Little Round Top to 187 feet Both
these hills are steep partly wooded and
covered with huge boulders

sfk
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Sickles began by placing his troops
In a continuation of Hancocks line
with Humphreyss Division toward Han-
cocks

¬

left and Blrneys Division on
Humphreyss left Sickles wisely threw
forward sklrmishersto the Emmitsburj
road where they could observe the ene-
my

¬

from the higher ground and these
became sharply engased

Beyond the Emmitsburg road was a
heavy belt of timber and Sickles was
very apprehensive of what was going on
under this vail On a knoll otT the
Emmitsburg road directly In front of
Little Round Top and one mile distant
was the Peach Orchard soon to become
famous in American history and east
of tills was the equally famous Whett
Field while lying between them and
the Round Tops wa3 the rivulet of
Plum Run and tho wild confusion of
rocks and boulders which had been ap-
propriately

¬

named Devils Den
As noon wore on Gen Sickles became

more and more apprehensive of such
a flank movement as at Chancellorsviile
and desirous of advancing his line with
Humphreys Division along the Em ¬

mitsburg road and Birneys thrown
back thru the woods and rocks toward
the Dovils Den and Little Round Top
lie was convinced that this was the
more fa orable place to resist the at¬

tack that Jic expected rather than the
line which he felt Gen Meade had mis-
takenly

¬

ordered him to assume He
went to headquarters represented his
strong fear of n flank attack and asked
Gen Meade to accompany him md
examine the line which he had selected
Gen Meade was incredulous could not
find time to go there himself nor would
he send Gen Warren his Chief Engi-
neer

¬

Gen Sickles then asked for Gen
Hunt the Chief of Artillery who went
with him saw the disadvantages of the
position coincided with Sickles as to
the superiority of the other line but
declined to give any orders Gen Hunt
rode away saying that he would report
the situation to headquarters and ob-

tain
¬

the necessary orders
Gen llnnCM statement

In Battles and Leaders Gen Hunt
gives this statement of the incident

On my return to headquarters from
this inspection Gen Meade told me that
Gen Sickles then with him wished me
to examine a new line as he thought
that asigned to him was not a good
one especially that he not use his
artillery there I had been as far as
Round Top that morning and had no¬

ticed the unfavorable character of the
ground and therefore I accompanied
Sickles direct to the Peach Orchard
where he pointed out the ridges al ¬

described as his proposed line
They commanded alt the ground be-

hind
¬

as well as in front of them and
together constituted a favorable posi-
tion

¬

for the enemy to hold Thi3 was
one reason for our taking position
to It It would it Is true in our hands
present a salient which generally
exposes both its sides to enfilade fires
but here the ridges were so high that
each would serve as a traverse for the
other and that evil to a mini-
mum

¬

On the other hand it would so
greatly lengthen our line which in any

i i
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swale before Round

stretch
300

j

could

ready

good

angle

reduce

case must rest on Hound Top and con-
nect

¬

with the left of the Second Corps
as to require a larger force than the
Third Corps alone to hold it and it
would be difficult to occupy and
strengthen the angle if the enemy al ¬

ready held the wood in Its front At my
instance Gen sicltles ordered a rcrcon
noissance to ascertain if the wood was
occupied

About this time a cannonade was
opened on Cemetery Hill which indi ¬

cated an attack there and as I had ex-

amined
¬

the Emmitsburg Ridge I raid I
would not await the result of the

t 31t
1 BATTLE OF

la 2t colan

The fight at the in was one of the
fiercest if not the fiercest in the of wax in any For
hoursr the Union and forces were in a close

and which left the
with slain It was in this that the fa-

mous of a large tree being shot off by fire
the volume and of the fire which the

another The is a fine of the fight its hottest

O J

w

nolssance but return to
by wny of Round Top and examine
that part of t4e proposed line As I
was leaving Gen Sickles asked mj if
he should move forward his cori3 I
answered Xot on my authority I will
report to Gen Meade for his Instruc-
tions

¬

I had not reach d the Wheat
Field when a sharp rattle of musketry
showed that the enemy Jield the wnod
in front of the Peach Orchard angle

As I rode back a view from that di ¬

rection showed how much farther Peach
Orchard was to the front of tho direct
line than It appeared from the orchard
Itseir In fact there was a third line
between them which appeared w seen
from the orchnrd to be continuous with
Cemetery Ridge but wa nearly 600
yards in front of It This Is the open
ground cast of Plum Run already de-
scribed

¬

and which may be called th
Plum Run line Its left where It crossed
the run abuts rather on Devils Den
than Round Top It was commanded by
the much higher Peach Orchard crests
and was therefore not an eligible Ilnf- -

to occupy altho 1t became of impor-
tance

¬

during the battle
en Sickles THoie Forvrnrd

It was not until 2 oclock that Gen
Sickles finally determined upon his line
Beginning on the left with Birney s
Division Wards Brigade and Smiths
4th N T Battery were posted at the
Devils Den with Wards left regiment
the 4 th Me extended across the valley
of Plum Run to the slope of Little
Round Top Next came De Trobrlands
Brigade witli Graham on the right ex-
tending

¬

Birneys line to the Peach Or
chard Ward and De Trobriand took
up strong positions in the south edge
of the woods where they had open fields
beyond In the w heat Field In the rear
was Winslows X Y Battery of six 12- -
pounder Napoleons Grahams Brigade
was in the open country at the angle of
the two roads that is the road ran
from the Devils Den to the Emmits-
burg

¬

pike with the larger part on the
road This formed the

salient Sickles saw its
vital importance and massed behind it
31 guns The Peach Orchard was on
high ground the country
in front of It and had the line taken
up by Sickles been manned with a fair
amount of troops it would have been
exceedingly difficult of assault ¬

Division extended along the
road to the right and to-

ward
¬

Hancock but was several hun-
dred

¬

yards in advance of the ¬

of Hancocks line Carres and the
Excelsior Brigades were on the Emmits-
burg

¬

road while the Third Brigade
Burllngs was sent to Birney and was
soon broken up in the battle by the
regiments being sent hither and yon
as they were urgently needed

The movements of SIckless troop3
Were in sight of the rest of the army on
the higher ground around They pre-
sented

¬

a brilliant spectacle as the well
drilled regiments moved with the pre-
cision

¬

of a parade with gleaming arms
and streaming colors

While thl3 was going on Longstrect
was massing with the greatest celerity
behind tho screen of woods a force or
20000 men with wheh he sanguinely
expected to crush the thin line he saw
before him roll up the Union left and
reach the Round Tops and the Balti-
more

¬

pike beyond them upon which
were the Union trains This nould have
compelled the disorderly retirement of
the Union army from Cemetery RIdse

KcrrinnH Itecnnnolx nance
Becoming more and more anxious as

to what the enemy was doing in the
woods beyond Gen Sickles sent for
ward skirmishers to press those of the
enemy back and get Information if pos-
sible

¬

About It oclock he sent forward
Gen Hiram Berdan with a portion of
his resiment of shamshooters suDDort- -
ed by the 3d Me to push a reconnols
sancc nome il pussiuie ireu jeruaa
in his report says of this

I moved down the road
some distance beyond our extreme left
and deployed the In a
line running nearly east and west and
moved forward in a northerly direction
parallel with the road We
soon came upon the enemy and drove
them sufficiently to discover three col-
umns

¬

in motion in rear of the woods
changing direction as it were by the
right flank We attacked them vigor-
ously

¬

on the flank and from our hav
ing come upon them very
and getting close upon them we were
enabled to do great execution and
threw them for a time Into confusion
They soon rallied however and at
tacked us when having
the object of the I with

I drew under cover of the woods bring
ing off most of our wounded and re-
ported

¬

about 2 oclock to Maj Gen
Birney the result of our operations and
discoveries

Col Moses B Lakeman 3d Me says
of this

Advancing to and for some distance

IS by 22 InchM Z iw

1

on road I approacheda dense wood on the west side of thean n entering it formed myregiment as ordered to support thoadvancing lino r inmii
Jowcd at distance They soou

uw me nony engaged andby ordpr of rvi inn t i
double quick to tho line they occupied
and instantly formed my regiment un- -
uw u av- - nro irom tne enemy whichwe returned with a good will Here Ilabored under n rloclni nonimnA
which will account for my heavy loss
j ne sKirmisners were well secured he
lium itcs wnue my oattalion tilled thoIntervals The enemy sjhowed himself
in overwhelming fnrno m tii 111
we hold our position that hl3 advancowas much rfirwlori mi ot rTEtMn
and not until ordered by Col Berdan to
iau uuck cuu n single man leave thoranks With Hir nrodntlnn nf thn
slightly wounded when I retired giv¬
ing an occasional volley to ch ck his ad ¬
vance which now became quicker

I was obliged to leave mv dead andseriously wounded on the field and on
arriving at the road formed my regi-
ment

¬

which had gotten somewhat con-
fused

¬
frOm InS nf mnn o n 4 nluiliinlfn

In our retreat
This MlKlPflniAIlt ln- -

severe an l serves to give me a jOicwnl
of confidence in the men I commandI sustained a loss of 48 in killed wouncT
ed and missing

Thc lmiortAnco nf thi nnt
sauce was afterward tcstitied to most
imeraiiy ny uen Longstrect and other
Confederates It greatly retard d Long--
Streets TirntiarfiHitia frtv nlnMl mi- -
enemy could not such a bold
usaauii oy so smaM a body of mon andit seemed to them that their movements
were dlsrnvorr1 nnT io TTninn
armj- - was preparing to attack them be- -
iiu nit- - tuuHi complete tnfir forma ¬

tion Tt cprtninlt- - loln fwl T mm- -

for over an hour in the attack which
iee was awaiting with so much Impa ¬

tience
The Hfory of HNtorictit

Some time after the battle an ac
count appeared In New York Her
ald signed Kistoriqus which was be¬

lieved with good reason to have been
written by one of len oieKloss staff at

dictation It cave-- treat offense to
Gen Meade who appealed to the Waruepartment atout it and was so perti ¬

nacious in his demands that President
Lincoln finally had to quiet him with
the admonition that there was much
more important woik for him to do
than to engage in a newspaper contro-
versy

¬

with Gen Sickles That portion
of article relating to this episode of
the fight reads a3 follows

The critical moment had now-arrive-d

The enemys movements indi ¬

cated their purpose to seize the PTound
Top hill and this in their possession
Gen Longstreet would have had easy
work in cutting our Left Wing To
prevent this disaster Sickles waited no
longer for orders from Gen Meade but
directed Gen Hobard Wards Brigade
and Smiths Battery 4th X Y to se-
cure

¬

that vital position and at the same
time advancing his line of battle about
300 yards so as to hold the crest in his
front he extended his left to support
Ward and cover the threatened rear of
the army

These dispostions were made in the
very face of the enemy who were ad ¬

vancing in columns of attack and
Sickles dreaded lest the conflict
open before his were com-
pleted

¬

At this juncture he was sum-
moned

¬

to appear in person at ¬

to attend a council of corps
commanders His were f
such moment and the attack Ro near
that Gen Sickles delayed attending the
council while giving all his attention to

carrying out of his orders
A second peremptory summons came

from Gen Meade and leaving his un-
finished

¬

task to the active
of Gen Birney and Gen
Sickle3 rode off to the rear to ¬

Before he reached there the
sound of cannon announced that the
battle had begun Hastening rapidly on

was met by Gen Meade at the door
of his quarters who General I
will not ask you to dismount ene-
my

¬

are engaging your front the coun-
cil

¬

is over It was an unfortunate mo-
ment

¬

as it proved for a couneir of
war Sickles putting spurs to hi3 horse
flew back to his command and finding
that Grahams Brigade was not ad ¬

vanced as far as he desired was
pushing that brigade and a battery for
ward about 100 yards when Gen Meade
at length arrived on the fleld The fol-
lowing

¬

colloquy ensued which I gath-
ered

¬

from several officers present Are
you not too much extended General
said Made Cai you hold this front
Yes replied Sickles until more troops

are brought up the enemy are attack ¬

ing in force and I shall need support

Continued from page three

PRANG WAR PICTURES
THE Natjonal TRIBUNE has ordered thousand of these famous war pictures The two that we are able to supply

first are the of Vicksburg and the Battle of Spotsylvania will be at once to those ordering them
war pictures are so well known to our subscribers that it is unnecessary to describe them except briefly

They are reproduced in the original colors are large pictures and make a splendid addition to
the collection of any Army Post or any home
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The assault on Fort Hill at Vicksburg was one of the thrilling
episodes of that great achievement It was largely a hand-to-han- d

fight in the midst of the roar of cannon along the whole line the
bursting of shells the fierce whiz of canister and the steady crash of
musketry Tho fighting was aTelose that hand grenades bayonets
gun barrels and swords were in almost constant use Tho picture rep-
resents

¬

the planting of the colors upon the enemys works and gives ahint of the immortal struggle around them
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